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Dear Focus Foundation Families and Friends, 





We are pleased to inform you that a new Resolution has passed in the Senate today, proclaiming May as X and Y Chromosomal Variations Awareness Month. This new Resolution introduced by Senator Sam Brownback (R – KS), with the support of Senator Benjamin Cardin (D - MD), is intended to bring attention to the prevalence of X&Y Chromosomal Variations in children born each day and to encourage much needed early diagnosis and intervention for newborns, children and adults. 





 X&Y Chromosomal Variations Awareness Month is scheduled to be launched through Sen. Brownback’s Resolution, on May 4, 2010, at the Ristorante I Ricchi, in Washington, D.C., at 1:00 p.m., with various state representatives, families and professionals in attendance for press conference and reception.  Please join us as we witness this very important event! 





Guests are cordially invited to join Dr. Carole Samango-Sprouse, The Focus Foundation staff, and those who helped to bring this Resolution to fruition, for lunch at Ristorante I Ricchi, located at 1220 19th Street, N.W. 20036, for a special reception. Please see www.iricchi.net for directions to the restaurant.





Current research indicates that 1 in 500 births have X &Y Chromosomal Variations. Of those born with this variation, 15 out of 20 children will never be diagnosed and therefore not receive appropriate treatment. For every community in the country, 1 in every 500 people has X & Y Chromosomal Variations. A lack of diagnosis and treatment can leave children struggling with learning disabilities, language impairment, motor planning deficits, reading dysfunction, attention disorders and behavioral problems which can affect them for a life time. Complex medical issues and significant educational issues occur when X and Y Chromosomal Variations are not diagnosed early and treated effectively. 





"Although we have the ability to accurately diagnose children and adults to determine if chromosomal variations exist," says Dr. Carole Samango-Sprouse – Executive Director of The Focus Foundation – an organization designed to support children and families dealing with Dyslexia, Dyspraxia and X&Y Chromosomal Variations. "Most healthcare professionals receive insufficient information about X & Y Chromosomal Variations and may never consider testing for  X & Y Chromosomal Variations when they encounter a child who presents with developmental concerns." 





“It is our hope that with greater national awareness about the existence of X & Y Chromosomal Variations, children with these disorders can be diagnosed and provided with the syndrome-specific medical care and academic intervention they need,” says Senator Brownback. 





In order to finalize the plans for the Tuesday, May 4, 2010 event, please RSVP to teresa@thefocusfoundation.org by Monday to let us know you are planning to attend the Press Conference, and if you plan to join us for the reception. All questions regarding the May 4th Press Conference and the reception should be directed to Teresa Sadeghin at The Focus Foundation at 443-223-7323. (If you need to contact The Focus Foundation on the day of the event only, please call 410-353-6231.) We are looking forward to a very special day, and a resolution that will help individuals with X and Y Chromosomal Variations, and their families, for years to come. We hope to see you on Tuesday!





Most sincerely yours,


    CAROLE 


Carole Samango-Sprouse, Ed.D.


Executive Director


cssprouse@thefocusfoundation.org


















































